JAN BREUGHEL the Elder
Flemish school, 1568 - 1625

Tnis artist, sometimes known as "Velvet Breughel" becsuse
of his fondness for painting fine materials, was born in Brussels,
the s%ﬁgpd son of Pieter Breughel the Elder. He studied in Antwerp
under B.Goetkind, who died in 1583. He went to Italy esrly ; there
are drawings of his dated as done in Rome in 1593 and 1594. In
1596 he is recorded in Milan, working for the Ozrdinal Borromeo,
with whom he developed & Eiﬁf—lung assocdation. The next year
he became a member of the Bt Iuke's Guild in Antwerp and
subsequently took up citizenship there in 1602. He made many
subsequent trips to Uermsny : he was in Praue in 1604 and
Muremberg in 1616. FEe became wealthy and geined unusual honors,
being nemed painter to the Governor of the Netherlands and working

also for Rudolph II. He had a2 close friendship with Rubens and
often colaasborated with him, particulsrly as a specialist flower-
and lendscape-painter. He also pesinted landscape settings or
flowers for works by von Balen, Rottenhammer, Frans Francken II
and Joos de Momper. Apart from 'endscape, flower and snimal
pieces, he also did genre and history psintings ; and many
engravings were mede from drawings of his. On his dea:h in
Antwerp on January 12, 1625 Rubens crested ¥he inscription and

a portrsit of him for his tomb. His son Jen Breughel II followed
in his steps, along with Daniel Seghers and Iucas de Vael.

Canal Scene
oil on canvas, 15% 24 ins.
Bigned and dated left center "Breughel 1612"

frovenance '
Jekob de fit, Antwerp (before 1710) ; Koniglichen
Gemaldegalerie, Dresden (1710 - 1920 or Iaterfa; Duke of Sachsen-
Meiningen ; Newhouse Ualleries, New York. Acquired by Dr

?

Clowes in 195S.
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Versiona

1. Sutterley Hall colln., River Scene, 8% > 12 ins (photo
in witt Iib.). Has figures at the bottom right, otherwise
identical.

9. Christies, May 14, 1965, lot 90. 10%4X13% ins.
Another varisnt, slso with figures at the bottom right.

Thie painting, which was in the Dresdeh Ballery for
over two hundred years, is a typical example of the river seenes

with deep perspective thst Jan Breughel ppoduced in quantity.
lotes.

1. 1722 inventory, no.708 (this number appears at the lower right
here).



