LUCAS CRANACH the Elder,
German school, 1472 - 1553,

This artist's reel name was Lucas Sunder or Miller.
Hiss adopted name derives from Kronach, in Upper Franconia,
where he was born. By tradition he was a pupil there o* his
father Hans. Around 1500 or a little earlier he travelled
through Bsveria and subsequently reached Vienna. The Crucifixion
now in the Kusthistorissches Museum, Vienna is generally
accepted s his earliest known pesinting, and woddouts of
1502-3 indicete that he knew the work of Burer On April 14,
1505 he was taken into the service of the Elector Frederick the
Wise of Saxony at Wittenberg, znd remsined there working for
two subsequent elet¢tors, John the Steadfast zhd John Frederick
the Magnanimous. Ir Jaht@sry 1508 he was grented & coat of srms.
TYhe next year he was in the Hetherlands. He was Jdected a\%ﬂwn
councilber of Wittenberg in 1517, and became burgcmaster there
ia 1537 2nd sgain in 1540. In 1550 he joined the Elector John
Frederick st Augsburg, where this patron of his was being
held as prisoner of Charles V. He painted Titisn's portrsit
there. He returﬂe& tu Weimar in 1552 and died there on
October 16, 1553. Ee ﬁid mythological and classical gs well
as religic@ peintings, and portredts, including ones of his
close friend Martin Luther end his wife. His artistic cutput
was huge and involved & large degree of studio sssistance. His
sons fans (who died in 1537) and Iucas the Younger (1515-1586)
were certzinly esctive in the studio, working from designs of
his. The device of the flying snake or dragon, derived from
Cransch's erms, was used without differentiation on autogrsph
and on studio works, and it is frequently difficult or virtually

impossible to mzke & clesr demsrcation between the two.

Crucifixion
oil on pasnel, 30 Y214 ins

signed with _dragon, bottom left, and
dated 1532 (2)




Frovenance

Heinrich Renzsu, Schleswig-Holstein (1596) ; Count Wilczek,
Schloss Kreuzenstein, near Vienna (before 1938). Acquired by
Dr Clowes in 19 =
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Versions

1. Lempertz ssle, Cologne, Nov.2l, 1957, no.3C {nhotozraph
in Witt Lib.). Corresponds exsctly to the Clowes version, apari
from the inscription. The date is clesrly resdsble here as 1532.

2. Art Institute, Chicsgo, Worcester colln. (l.d.Friedlander -
J.Rosenberl, Die Gemdlde Lucss Crsnach, Berlin, 1932, cai.no.
302, ill.) From the colln. of Sir Fairfax Cartwright. Friedlander
amd Rosenberg read the date here as 1538, rather than 1531, the
reading given by Rich (Bull. of Art Institute of Chicego, 313,
1929, p.6). & verisnt of the same n'.:|::u1111t:n:nﬁ,f[.ﬂ:1|::=r1"qL

This panel carrieq an inscription 2t the botionm left
recording its gidt by Ekiqyrdﬁlg of Dassel on October 26, 15396
to feinrich Renzeu, Viesry of the King of Denmark and noblesman
of Schlesuiﬁ—ﬁﬂlstelﬁf The coat of arms is said to be that of

the Dassel :amily. ‘
It was certified to be & work of Cranach the Elderxr

by M.d. Frlndlsnder (1934?93nd by W.Suida, G. Gluck and W.R.
Valentiner {1935$% Friedlander snd Suida read the date as 1532,

and thid avpesrs preferesble to Rich's reading of ;t as 1544,



cont.

The situation gy regerds sctivity in Crenach the E der's work-
shop (see sbove) mekes it extrehely difficult to make a2 firm
attribution in the present case ; but the possibility that
this version is by Iuces the Younger =-whom Friedlshder and
Rosenberg suggested &8 th- suthor of some of the verisnts that
they list --de-erves cunsideraticn@}

Notes.

1. Friedlender and Rosenberg slso list (nos., 302e-d) the
following further varients of the Chicego version which they

do not illustrate : Dessau, Anhaltische Geméidegalerie, nos.1l6
snd 17 (the letter dated 1538) ; Erlangen, Yalerie, nos.8, 9 and
10 (dgbvdd 1540) ; Lezzsro colln,, ladrid, 1929 cat., no.1002.
They further nention s version is the Schlosskirche, Kanover
(pub. by F.Stuttmsnn, "Ein unbesehener Altsr ILucas Cranschs d.A.
in Hannover", Zeitschrift fiur Bildende Kunst, 21, 1927-8, po.
14111.)

2. The inscrintion runs : GEVEROSO DNO HENRICO RANTZOVIO VICARIO
REGIS DANIAE PRODUCI CIMERICO D.D. HARDWIGUS A DASSEL I.C.
CAESAR XX¥I DIE OCTOBRIS ANNO W.D.XCVI (resding by Gluck,

Clowes archives).
3. By Gluck (see n.4).
A Letter of Apr. 27, 1934, Clowe= srchives.

AL " B
5 }igtﬂtement of Cet. 20, 1935 : Gluck snd 'slentiner, doecs.
of Nov.25 and Dec.27, 1935, Clowes archives.

6. The version sold in 1957 seems definitely of lower cuality.



