
FRANCESCO DE GOYA 
Spanish school , 1746 - 1828. 

The full name of this artist was Francesco Jose' de Goya 

y Luciente!' . He was born in March 17116 in the village of 
Fuendetoclos near Sarago!'lsa . His father v•as a master gilder by 
trad e . Spending his early years in the village , Goya did some 
painti~g in the local church . Aro1rnd 1760 he moved with his 
parents to Saragossa . Ther e he studied with Jose Luzan for 

··11;··1 sever al years , mostly Pin:1ayhig prints , but devising some compos-
itions of his own . Late in 1763 he competed for a scholarship 
at the San Fernando Academy in U2dria ; and in 1766 he is recorded 
in Madri d , where he probably studied for a short while with 
Francesco Bayeu , a pupil of Luzan . He went to I t aly at his own 
e~pense , perhaps i n 1769, and probably visit erl France on the way . 
In 1771 he is mentioned ~s being i n Rome , but was back in Sara­
gossa l ater in the same year . ~e worked at this period for several 
churches in that region . In 1773 he married Josepha Bnyeu , 
Francesco!s sister , and the next year he was summoned to lrladrid 
Hy Anton Rapha el ~engs . By 1775 •he had settled there . He did 
etchings af -er Velasquez end , more important , began in 1776 ..,or 
the Royal :t;apestry •·1orks the fir"t of series o: cartdlons which 
he continued painting until 1791. In l.780 he ··•6s elected to 
the Academy and began to get commi8sions for portraits from the 
King ' s brother , the Infante Don Luis , the Dukes o: Osuna and 
others . In 1785 he became deputy director of the Academy . The 
next year hn was appointed pa ini;er to the King , ano in 1791 
• primer pintor del ca· era '' : he woul• conti~ue in those posts 
through succeed ing reigns , Ppen<ling most oi' hi!' ti•·e in ---adrirl . 
An attack o: para lysis in 1792- 93 left him ne~f ; but after his 
convalescence he obt~ine~ ..,urthPr comnissiors , and his public 
career reached its hei5ht in th ~arly yebrs of the nineteenth 
c ·ntury . Ip 1808 , during the i1:;pol eonic ··iars , he witnessed the 
seige o" $"ragossa , which lefi; e deep i mpress:.on on him and led 
to his series of o;tching The Disasters o: War . He.ser\red-­
neverthelPSS ~under Jo~eph Bonaparte , b11t avoi~ed comprociring 

, 
himself publicly and made at least one uns••ccesful a ttempt to 



Goya, cont . 

leave the count•y . A-f'ter the war he v1as cleared of the charge 

of collaboration an~ reinstated as court "Sinter it;o "erdinand VII . 

Unsympathetic to the monarchy , however, he 1;1l t imately went i nto 

exile in France, spending his laat years from 1824- 28 m~inly 

in Bordeaux , with visit< -::o J,ll.drid and Paris . tie died in Bordeaux. 

Portrait of a Little &irl 
oil on canvas , 26 '>( 21 ins . 

Condition 
Badly rubbed and repainted . 

~ovenance 
~ ~ob Bsteben Esc;eu , H3vana (?) 

York([) Acquired by !lr Clowes in 19 
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Attributeq to Go:1a by J . Lopez-Rey (1947'P.as a r,ork 
("" \ I . 

of around 1785- 87 . _ Soria[considered it to be by Agustin L~teve 
{1753 - 1820 or later) 3nil dated it arounr 1790- 1800 . The 

costtitr.e sug-;ests en earlier date <"or this \'/Ork , around 1775-8'J?' 

It may pos3ibly be by LSteve , but thi s is uncertain~ 



Notes . 

l . Said by him , a t the timn? of purchase , to have a provenance 
going back to 1788 : "rainted for the Governor o'f: Vizcaya , Spain , 
Anzotegui , 178& ; Don Aniceto Amat , Barcelo,-,a ; Don Es t eben 
Bsquu , H::ivana ; Mrs Mercedes Esque Reinha r dt" . These details 
cannot be verified . 

2 . Expertise of Jun . 6 , 1947 , Clowes 811:""hives . 

3. Cf . the portruit by maell a in the Prado of' the Infanta 
Car lota Joaouina. who was born i n 1775 (Goya and his Times , Royal 
Academy Lnndon , ···int er 1963- v4 , cat . no . 36 ; E. IL Aguilera , Pintores 

I 

Esuanoles del Siglo XVIII , Barcelonf 1946 , pl . xxxviii } . I am 

gr atefu l to E. Sayre for her assis tance here . 

4 . 
, .,,. 

A. Sanchez- Perez of 
opinion to thi~ effect 

the Prado ki ndly gave the compi ler his 

(orally, 1966) . 


