THE MASTER OF THE HALF-LEBGTH FIGURES
Flemish school, first quarter of sixteenth century

The “aster of the Helf-ILength Figures (in Uerman Keister
der Weblichen Halbfiguren) is the name used to designate an

unknovn Flemish artist of the early sixteenth centurm, to whom a
large group of works can be attributed. consisting mainly of figures
of Pgint Mery Megdalen in fashionable costume end iladonna and

Child pasintings with similar costuming and an equally impersonal

type of facial expression. Also included amongst the attributions
are a painting of Women laking Music (Herrach collection, Vienna)

and a few mytholozical subjects” These paintings, have a close
affiliation to the work of Adrien Isenbrandt in Bruges (see below),
behind which in turn lies the example of Gerard David : the landscapes

sugzest a dependance on those of Joachim Patinir ldied 1524) and
the figure style asppears to draw on the work of Bernard van Orley
of Brussels l(died 1542). It appears probable that this artist was
active in Antwerp, around 1525-35, and it has been suggested that
he ie to be identifédd =s Hans Vereycke, who 1is mentioned by wven
Mander as the author of a triptych in Bruges, and whose name
eppesrs on a landscape drawing in the Louvre.

ftedonna and Child in s Landscape
0il on psnel, 8X 7 ins.

Condition
Somewhat rubbed.

Provenance
Acgquired by Dr Clowes in 19 .

Exhibited
Ind. ] LJ:959 ’ _‘ﬂﬁ . 39 -



This ppinting was scquired with certificates From

Wit G.Gluck and W.Suida (1937) sttributing it to the Master of the

s Half-Length Figures. It does bear some redation to that artist's
work; but the background architecture and the methéd of painting
the leaves, the informally winding roads and the neatly sawn-off
tree stump all suggest, scrording to R.Koch (1967)Y that it
should be ettributed rather to the gtudibep of Adrien Isenbrandt
(active 1510-1521). The nmme of Ambresius Benson (active in
Bruges by 1519, died 1550), w:o0 a2ppesrs to have besnsa follower
of Isenbrandt, has in fact been sugzested.

Notes.

1. See H.J.FPiedlender, Die Altniederlandische “alerei, 14 vols.,
“erlin, 192+-37 , XII, 1935, pp.25ff., 171ff.

2. ©®ee 0O.Penesch. "The Name of the laster of the Half-Lengths",
Gazette des Besux Arts, 23, 1943, pp.269ff. The evidence presented
there seems inadeyuate. There had been previous attempts to
identify the artist as Jesn Clouet Bn Iucas de Heere

3. Cf. especially the triptyech of the liadonns and Child, Sts

Jerome and Francis attribl to this artist (Figdor sale, “assirer,
Berlin, Sept.29-30, 1930 ; Friedlander, op.cit., no.51)

4. “Yetter to the compiler, Feb.2, 1967, in which Prof.Koch
stated that he felt guite definite on this point. Ontmay compare,
e.g., the right wing of the Netivity tripiych in the letropolian
kuseum, New York, depicting the Flight into Egypt (13.32 A-C ;
H.B.Wehle -M.Salinger, fatslogue of Zarly Flemish, Dutch and
German Pgsintings, New York, 1947, p.99, ill., =s by Isenbrandt) ;
and bhte liadonns and Child in the iuse? des Beaux Arts, Ghent.

ﬂ\ 5. Note in Clowes archives.
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A JAN BREUGHEL the Elder and HENDRIK VON BALEN, attrib. to

(Bee above for collsboration between these two artists.
Von Balen's dastes are 1575-1632)

Rest on the Flisht into Egypt
oil on cenvas, 21% -31% ins.

Condition
fait

Yrovenance
Acquired by Dr Clowes from Dawson, 19 .

Versions
Formerly in colln of Capt. E.G.Spencer-Churchill ; Leonard

inbs
Koetser Gsllery, London i4 1865—
gnd attrib. there to J.Breughel). A variant of the present work.

As pointed out bz J.Helé? there is naliasia for attributing
the figures here to von Balen ; Frans Francke II (1581-1642)

has equally been suggesied as the author of lladonnas in Jen
Breughel's studio, but again there is no basis for stiributing the
figures here to him. This painting is therefore best szsecribed

to the studio of Jan Breughel the Elder, and dated to the late
eizteenth, or more probably the easrly seventeenth century (Jan
Breughel died in 1625). Held thought it possible that it might

be by Jen Breughel the Younger (1601-1678).

Notes.

1. In & moemorandumn to Dr Clowes, 19 (Clowes archives)



