JUSEFE DE RIBEERA
Spanish school, 1591 (?) - 1652.

Ribers was known in Italy as "lo Snagnoletto". He was
born at datf%a, near Valencia, and is slmost certainly the %e
"Joan Jusep Ribera" baptized in the Colegiate there on February
17, 1591. According to Palomino he studied with ¥Francesco Ribalta
et Valencia, but there is little or no evidencehn his early
paintings to sugzeat this. ﬁé went to Itesly at sn early age
——the exact date is unknown &-- and stayed there for the rest of
his life. He spent severzl yesrs in Rome, and may slso have
vaisited Psrma and Padua. BﬁhSEQuently he moved to Naples —-
sgain the dste is unknown, but dprobably sround 1616 -- snd did
work for the Spanish viceroys. He was apparently on close terms
there with Reni, Stanzione, Lanfranco esnd Domenichino. He may
also have met Guercino, znd certeinly knevw his work., The last
years of his life were years of hardship, ending with "is death
in Naples. Ribera's style is based essentially on thet of
Ceravagsio and his followers in ﬁanlea. There =re dated etchings
of his from 1521 onwards, end his firat dasted painting is of
1626, by ”hichihe belonged to the Accademis di Sen Imca in Rome.
sgny of his paintings were sent to Spein by the patrons who
comnissboned them, and Ribers's art correspondingly played a
key role in the syread of ﬂayavzgsism to Spein.
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Condition :
Good. The-charscter of the sleeve sug 'ests some repainting

in that sres.



Yrovenance
Furstlich Lichtensteinsche Gemzldegalerie, Vaduz,

Lichtenstein (by 1767 iE%ﬁﬁHrﬁﬂiﬂﬂunﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬁwmaﬁhnﬂwﬂd ; Newhouse

bglleries, New York. Acguired by Dr Clowes in 1955.
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One of a series of peintings by Ribera of the "wisge
men" or asncient philopThers. The totsl number of canveses in the
series in question is unclear, and so is the identification of the
figures in them . The present work --along with five other
philopoohers —-was evidently in the Lichtenstein collection by
lTGTFSIHnw they were acquired and where they came from is unknown.

In the eighteenth century the Lichtenstein figures
were identified ns-ﬂriatntle, Plato, Crates, Aanaxagoras, Diogenes
and Protagnarasf Subseguently the present philosopher --shown
holding psvers which include s sketch of interesecting spheres —--
was identifled as ﬁruhiwedeép According to Fitz Darby, however, the
figure is to be taken as'ﬁriatotle, in doetor's ecap and gﬂwnﬁE
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Notes

1. Bee najiﬁ.luw.

2. The prefix "ﬂ“r;efers back to the 1873 cat. (by O.Miethke).

3. Descrizione completa d4i tutto cibehe rit-~osvasi nells

Balleris di pitturs e sculturs di sus altezza Guisepne Wenceslas
del S.R.18 principe regsnante della cassa di Léchtenstein , Vienna,
1767, p.105. The listing of six works here seems to go against
Fitz ﬁarhy'a sugzestion thet there were originally three more
paintings in the serizsp corresponding to the missing numbers

A 56, 373 and 375.

4, BSee the cat. cited in n.3, &nd also Description de tablesux

et des piﬁces de sculpture cue renferme le Ggllerie de Bon

altesse Francois Joseph chef et nrince regnant de la msison de
Lichtenstein, Vienna, 1780, »p.160 snd 169. It is not clear which
numbers in Kronfeld's 1931 cat. correspond to each of these
identifications. The other five philosophers sprear in that

cat. as A 55, 372, 374, 376 and 377. 4 377, signed and dsted

1636, is inscribed with the name of Anaxegoras, but it is not
clear if this inscription is contemporary. A4 55 i= called
Diogenes snd A 5%, the present work, Archimedes. A 3723 374, 376,
all said to be dated 1637, are listed se unidentified philopophers.
A 376, =0ld along with the Clowes painting, is now in the
Wadsworth Athenseum, Hartford (Turner, op.cit., fiﬁ.l), and a
third peinting sold is in a U.S. private colln. (Eb3d., fig.3).

A 55 is illustrated in A.Strix snd E.V.Strohmer, Die Furstlich
Liechtensteinsche Yemsldegalerie in Wien, Vienns, 1938, pl.19;

the remiaininz two have never been published.

5. See n.d

6. She sugzeste (Pp.288ff,, 296ff.) that Prado no.l121, called
there Archimedes (Catalozo de Lss Pinturss, 1963 ed., p.551 ;
dated 1630) should in fact be ifentified ss Democritus, the
latghing philopopher ; snd that Prado no.1120, cslled Aesop,
may be an "unrevised" Aristotle.




