DIEGQO VELASQUEZ
Spenish school, 1599 - 1660.

This senat®y
His full naeme was Diego Rodriguez de Silva Velasquez ;

he signed himself vDiego Velasquez" or Déego de Silvs Velasquez.
He was born in Seville, &snd is supposed to have worked there for
g short time, sround 1612, under Francesco Herrera the Elder.
Prom 16131 to 1618 he was a pupil of Fpeshcisco Pacheco. He first
went to Madrid on s brief visit in 1622. The following April

he was summoned there by Philip IV's minister, the Conde-Dugue
de Olivares. His success in Msdrid was immediate ; he was
commigioned almost at once to do the King's portrait and entered
the royal service in October, with the promise that he alone
should paint Philip IV. He remained attached to the Court for
the rest of his life, and from then on most of his paintings
consisted of portreits of the royal family and of members of the
court. He wes made & Gentlemsn Ysher in 1627, the first of a
series of court eppointments. In=1628-2g e met—Rubens in -ITtaly:
In July 1629 he left ieadrid to vigit Itely, end first spent time
in Venice, studying asnd copying the great Venetian pesinters. He
then travelled on to Rome in 1630, and 2t the end of the yesr to
Naples. He returned to madrid early in 1631. Eserlr in 1649 he
visited Italy a second time, going to Genoa, ¥enice, Naples and
Rome and EDE?HE be~k to sladrid in June 1651. His single most
1mp0rtant£ﬁork, Les ileninas, was apparently completed in 1656.
He was made s Knight of Santiago in 1659 and died in Madrid the
next year. To judge from the numper of copies and versions of
his portreitss he must heve emnloyed 2 large number of zssistants

and he probasbly produced only 2 relativelye small number of
autograph works.

L]

Portrait of a Lady
oil on canvas, 21% X191 ins.




Condition
A photograph from 1909 (Witt Lib.) shows that the psinting,

which then mezsured 65X 54 cm., has been cut down 2t the bottom.
wore of the white of the sleeves was then véisible, =znd comparison

with the photograph also suggests some retouching.

Provenance
Stchoukine golln., Moscow ; =0ld Paris, isy 1909, no.l06.

Acguired by Dr Clowes in 19 .

Acquired es a Velasquez, this appears to be a school of

Madrid psinting of the second helf of the seventeenth century
which depends compositionally upon portraite by Velasquezgj

Notes.

1., I am grateful to A. Ssnchez Perez of the Brado for his help
here (given orally, 1966)



